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摘要 
 
在多数国际关系研究中展现了大多数国家对彼此的认知基于被某些事
实、偏见和成见所影响，又或是受到其他可识别的定性变量的组合所改变。
本论文阐释了非洲对此的看法，根据国家的不同而不同，其主要的因素有国
家的起源、知识基础和对于中国的取向。 
非洲与中国的关联早已被刻于历史中，可追溯至公元前 206年-公元 220
年，一系列关于中国与埃及之间的文化交流；和唐朝的旅行家，杜环。 
 虽然对于中非关系的研究已有许多，但却都不具代表性。这是因为许多
研究及论文基本上都取自于一些非非洲作者及以西方曲解观念作为基底。在
过去三十年里，世界全球化，发展中的地理政治趋势和国际重新组合，在无
数的全球社会政治和经济体系还未达到成熟阶段时，不断地达到顶峰。中国
在非洲领土的扩展及优势经常引起激烈的争论，由此在西方及中国学者中获
得非凡的牵引力。 
本论文运用文献综述法对学科专家的开创性著作进行分析，并找到话语
和有关中非关系和合作的突破点。本文旨在运用经济的、政治和国际关系的
话语所建立的有关感知和图像理论、威胁论、外交政策和软实力的逻辑理论
基础，以期得出非洲对中国存在的深刻认识。本文采用实证研究的方法，针
对中国对非洲的新影响以及非洲视角下的中非事务交流提供一个全新的角
度。 
本论文认为没有一个可以包罗万象的非洲中国观，正如非洲大陆上的 55
个国家拥有多样化的政治、经济和社会文化一样。对现行的中非双边事务的
认识和知识水平仍有缺失，特别是非洲的年轻精英们。 
本论文阐释了非洲视角下的中非关系，即对中国更多地影响非洲持批态
度，并最终对中国角色表示忧虑和担忧；非洲男性对中国之于非洲的善意伙
伴地位表示否定；相较于多哥人，更多的加纳人认为中国是非洲的善意的伙
伴。总的来说，加纳人和多哥人对中国形象和潜在认知通常是积极的。 
 
【关键词】中非关系，加纳，多哥，中国，认知，威胁，软实力，外交政策 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
 iii 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
My most-heartfelt gratitude and exaltations go to Jehovah Almighty for His 
strength and guidance in the course of this arduous and fulfilling academic 
trajectory. I wish to express my deepest appreciation to the following: 
Firstly, I thank the Xiamen University Scholarship Secretariat for giving me 
the opportunity and sponsorship to achieve my academic goals in this prestigious 
institution, Xiamen University. My sincere appreciations go to the Southeast Asian 
Research School of International Relations for the priceless formation I have 
received during my studies.  
Secondly, I wish to honour my Supervisor, Professor Zhang Biwu for his 
patience, invaluable counsel, encouragement and his belief in me until the 
completion of this work.  
Last but not the least, I wish to express my sincerest appreciation to my family 
and friends back home for their love and amazing support of all my dreams, 
however odd they may seem; and aspirations in life, especially of studying in China. 
To my Xiamen family, especially the Students‟ Bible Study group of Xiamen 
International Fellowship, XICF, I am grateful for their priceless and endless support, 
both spiritually and physically. I am equally thankful for the colourful moments I 
have enjoyed and the bonds of friendship I have built in this gorgeous city of 
Xiamen, that I am delighted and proud to call my second home.  
Finally, I wish to thank Fo Dela, Donne and Bright for their invaluable 
contributions to this work.  
I wish to dedicate this work to my beloved father, Atsu Awoonor. I could not have 
come this far without his trust and belief in me.    
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
 iv 
 
 
ABSTRACT 
Much of the study on perception in International relations has shown that most 
nations have mutual perceptions predicated on and influenced by either fact, biases 
and stereotypes or a combination of other identifiable qualitative variables. This 
study demonstrates that, African perceptions differ from country to country, are 
influenced by factors such as the country of origin, the knowledge base and 
orientation towards China, and.  
The connection between Africa and China is long etched in history dating back as 
far as the (206 B.C.E – C.E. 220) which saw a series of cultural exchanges between 
China and Egypt; and long since antiquated in historical records by the Chinese 
Traveler, Du Huan of the Tang Dynasty. 
Preceding this study and within the context of Sino-African relations are several 
howbeit unrepresentative studies, researches and papers from the perspective of 
non-African authors and predominantly from skewed western perspectives. 
Globalization, evolving geopolitical forces and international realignments three 
decades invariably culminated in numerous global socio political and economic 
realignments among hitherto unlikely partners. The often ardent debates about the 
proliferation and dominance of the Chinese on the African continent gained 
remarkable traction among scholars of the West and of China.  
This study scrutinizes, and conducts in-depth literature reviews of some 
groundbreaking works by experts on the subject matter and uncovers glaring and 
obvious gaps in the discourse and fast unfolding narrative surrounding Sino 
African relations and cooperation. In order to attain a deeper and critical 
understanding of the dynamics of African perceptions of China‟s presence, this 
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study smartly utilizes economic, political and international relations discourse in 
establishing the logical theoretical substratum of Perception and Image Theory, 
Threat Theory, Foreign Policy and Soft Power. The study utilizes empirical 
research (focused on Ghana and Togo) in proffering the foremost and hitherto 
unprecedented exposition of the oft neglected perspective on China‟s nouveau 
incursion into Africa and extant burgeoning Sino-African affairs and interactions 
from the perspective and spectacles of Africans themselves.  
The prime output of this study is the revelation that there is actually no singular 
overarching African perception of China; as the African continent is a 55-state 
region with diverse conflicting political, economic and socio-cultural proclivities.  
There also exists a void in terms of knowledge levels and awareness of ongoing 
Sino Africa engagements on both sides, especially among the African elite. i.e. the 
youth in this case. 
This study elucidates that Africans with insights into Sino African relations are 
more critical of China‟s relations and increasing interaction with Africa and are 
consequently apprehensive and suspicious of China; males are found to be more 
critical of China being a goodwill partner to Africa; compared to Togolese, more 
Ghanaians perceive China to be a goodwill partner. Overall, the image of China 
and the underlying perceptions therewith are generally positive among both 
Ghanaians and Togolese. 
 
KEY WORDS: Sino-African, Ghana, Togo, Perceptions, Threat, Soft Power, 
Foreign Policy 
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CHAPTER ONE - INTRODUCTION 
Background of the study 
For the past two decades, there have been ardent debates globally about the ever growing and dominant 
influence of Chinese presence on the African continent, remarkably among scholars of the West and of China. 
Albeit the glaring facts of China‟s numerous contributions to the development of African countries‟ economies, 
there still remains a troubling suspicion of China‟s real motives for engaging a whole continent. Hence the 
Chinese are inculpated as neocolonialists with the sole interest of milking the continent dry of its rich natural 
resources under the pretext of aiding its countries with their modernization and developmental projects and 
building their economies. Also, China is perceived as possessing geopolitical designs towards the continent 
fueled by its ensuing power struggle with the current hegemon.
1
 Many scholars have examined different 
aspects of the discourse on Sino-African relations however, the African perspective on the matter has either 
been un-recounted or a tangible address from an actual African perspective seems to be shortcoming especially 
in academia. Nevertheless, bespattered within the polity of certain African states such as Nigeria, Niger and 
Angola are disparate but subliminally institutionalized tardiness in the facilitation of numerous infrastructural 
projects from construction to an international airport development projects involving Contractors from 
Mainland China. Most empirical studies are bereft of key findings and insights into entrenched positions of 
apprehensive bureaucrats and officialdom in facilitating (as it were) the new scramble for Africa. The focus of 
this work is informed by two main concerns: one, the issue of generalizing views of Africans about China as a 
singularly- collective view as represented by the rhetoric, “African perceptions” and two, the need to reveal the 
disparateness of social, political and economic dispositions between Anglophone African countries and 
Francophone African countries regarding their relations with China. 
                                                 
1
 See Howard W. French, China‟s:  Second Continent How a million migrants are building a new empire in Africa. (New York: Alfred A. Knopf. 
2014) which describes Chinese migrants‟ activities and China‟s dealings in Africa as “the beginnings of an empire, a haphazard empire, but an 
empire nonetheless.”  
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Firstly, African perceptions of China have mostly been defined in a collective and generalized manner which is 
erroneous given the fact that even though China may have the same guiding policy towards the whole 
continent, it surely does not engage every African country on the same level. African perceptions hence are 
varied and are dependent on individual country dynamics and their unique relations with China. Therefore, 
there can be no one African perception. In an opinion poll conducted by the Pew Research Centre in 2007, 10 
African countries were surveyed on their perceptions of the World powers China and the US. Ghana, Kenya, 
and Uganda maintained a more positive perception of the US‟ influence in Africa than of China, while the 
opinions of Ethiopia, Nigeria, and South Africa revealed almost a tie between the US and China; with Senegal, 
Mali, and the Ivory Coast reserving a higher and more positive opinion of China‟s influence than that of the 
US.
2
  In 2014, another research was conducted by the same institution. However, according to a more recent 
global Survey undertaken in 2014, China‟s most ardent supporters were Africans and was explained by the 
report to be inspired by China‟s economic engagements on the continent and its capacity of engaging all 
African countries with their different economic and political dispositions.  The report also reiterated the fact 
that, despite the generally positive perceptions, China‟s image is yet marred by its violations of labour rights, 
low engagement of local labour force and the lack of transparency with regards its issuance of loans to 
countries in the region; which is believed to be exchange waivers for the acquisition of natural resources.
3
  
To buttress this reality, Hanush (2012) emphasized the fact that there is little empirical work done on the views 
of Africans regarding Chinese engagement with respective countries except for the very few opinion polls 
available. This called to attention the purpose of this study, as it reflects the need for more focused and 
country-specific studies in order to discard the misleading and stereotypical notion of “African perceptions” 
and pave the way for a more authentic discourse.  
                                                 
2 How the World Sees China – Pew Research Centre http://www.pewglobal.org/2007/12/11/how-the-world-sees-china/ (Accessed July 18, 2016) 
3 Other perceptions of China: Latin America US, Africa http://www.brookings.edu/blogs/order-from-chaos/posts/2015/05/27-international-attitudes-
china-sy-trinkunas-lecorre-sun (Accessed July 19, 2016) 
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 In recent times, China has developed immensely economically and politically. As of 2015, China's nominal 
GDP by Expenditure approach is 67.67 trillion Chinese Yuan or 10.86 trillion US dollars. China's nominal 
GDP by Expenditure approach surpassed that of Italy in 2000, France in 2005, the United Kingdom in 2006 
and that of Germany in 2007, before overtaking Japan in 2009, making China the world's second largest 
economy after the United States. But adjusting for purchasing power parity (PPP), China become the world's 
second largest economy as early as 1999 surpassing Japan, and has recently toppled the US to become the 
biggest economy since 2014. As China‟s economic power gains exponential and geometric increase, so does 
its risk appetite and requirement for prospecting for raw materials in nether lands to the extent that China is the 
largest trading partner of multiple sub-Saharan countries in double-digit billion US Dollar values.
4
 
As it rises to power and esteem on the global stage, it is important to identify its intentions toward Africa in the 
long run, not from a Chinese perspective but an African perspective; as they are at the tail of its actions. 
Irrespective of China‟s real intents towards Africa, whether altruistic or interest aligned, it is no news that 
certain voices emanating from Africa have sonorously decried China‟s perceived insatiability and seemingly 
unhampered rampage. In the Niger Republic, a serving Minister was relieved of his portfolio in 2015 for 
complicity in a bribery scandal involving certain Chinese contractors regarding the refurbishment and 
expansion of the Diori Harmani Airport in the Nigerien capital city of Niamey. Furthermore, the Angolan 
government has advertently restricted and in certain cases banned the involvement of Chinese Contractors and 
Investors in its $4 billion Dollar National Housing Scheme.  
Recently, relations between China and Ghana were quite strained due to the ruthless illegal mining activities 
by Chinese immigrants in the country, causing environmental degradation to the country‟s gold-rich areas and 
                                                 
4
 The Annual Data of China's GDP: published in China NBS: National data - annual - national accounts - Cross Domestic Product; Figures for the 
current year 2015 are based on the Statistical Communiqué of the People's Republic of China on the 2015 National Economic and Social 
Development. http://www.stats.gov.cn/english/PressRelease/201602/t20160229_1324019.html 
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igniting social unrest in the affected communities, and a nationwide uproar.
5
 This ignited heated debates and 
questions of China‟s true motives for its engagement of Africa countries. The “China threat” debate was again 
raised and issues involving Chinese in Africa that were formally disregarded were then unearthed.  Expressly, 
an anti-Chinese sentiment was born in the country where the Chinese community and government came under 
scrutiny as to the type and impact of their activities in the country.  
Secondly, according to a policy report on China‟s relations with Francophone African countries, developed by 
the Carnegie-Tsinghua Centre for Global Policy, the following were the assumptions arrived at:  
- Chinese engagement although increasing rapidly in the region is mostly in the aspect of natural resources.  
- Francophone Africa is still glued to France‟s direct rule and public diplomacy under the system of 
assimilation. E.g. the countries use a French-designed common currency with a common value i.e. the 
FRANCS CFA  
- the masses in Anglophone countries maintain their own indigenous languages with English used in official 
setting and in elite circles, while the Francophone countries use French mostly with few infusions of some 
local codes. These dissimilarities between French-speaking Africa and their English-speaking compatriots are 
discovered to have affected the playout of their engagement with China. As emphasized by the China Daily 
article, “Francophone Africa Is Left Right Out”, the issue of language barrier becomes most evident issue in 
China‟s engagement with that region. With most Chinese‟s lack of knowledge in French, thus inability to 
comfortably maneuver in business circles without the use of translators, becomes a difficult hurdle to Chinese 
economic investments in the region; hence the loss of economic opportunities is widely and long-enjoyed by 
their Anglophone counterparts. Apart from the issue of language barrier, the publication also reiterates the 
concerns of some Chinese businessmen regarding the unfavourable socio-political dispensations of these 
countries.  These investors find disparities between the business cultures, the legal systems and political 
                                                 
5
A case of societal security issues caused by illegal gold mining activities by Chinese in Ghana 
http://www.scidev.net/global/conflict/multimedia/ghana-gold-diggers-chinese-miners-conflict.html 
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